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they need to be transitioned into adult-
hood. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
time of the gentlewoman has expired. 

Mr. DOGGETT. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
an additional 15 seconds to the gentle-
woman. 

Ms. BASS. I am hoping H.R. 5456 will 
take into consideration unintended 
consequences and not contribute to 
homelessness amongst youth. 

Mr. BUCHANAN. Mr. Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Mr. DOGGETT. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, 4 years ago I authored 
and passed into law the Protect our 
Kids Act. It became law with the help 
of former Ways and Means Republican 
Chair Dave Camp, and it established a 
commission to eliminate child abuse 
and neglect fatalities. It is a mark of 
the progress—or the lack of progress 
that this year, when that commission 
came forward with its report, Repub-
licans on our committee would not per-
mit a hearing to accept the modest 
findings of the commission. 

And so we have reached tonight. I 
was offered in the traditional Wash-
ington way an opportunity to put my 
name on this legislation. It has some 
meritorious provisions that eventually 
come into effect, but I could not do 
that and face my constituents in Texas 
saying that I had done something to 
address this crisis when I know, in fact, 
we are not doing what needs to be done 
to address this crisis. 

b 1945 
I advanced one of many alternatives 

to provide the dollars to deal with this 
crisis now. That was a proposal not for 
new taxes, but it was a proposal for tax 
compliance that would have fully fund-
ed the bipartisan agreement from the 
Senate. 

But for the ideological commitment 
to oppose any new resources going to 
address child abuse, we would have 
those dollars. We wouldn’t be taking 
the money out of good adoption pro-
grams. We wouldn’t be delaying a re-
sponse for 3 years. We would be doing 
something now to address the chal-
lenges that are out there for the chil-
dren who face abuse and neglect today. 

That is what should be happening. 
That is what today’s bill fails to do, 
though it offers us the promise of even-
tual action to do what we should be 
doing right now. 

And why wait three years to respond to this 
crisis? Because the Republican-controlled 
Ways and Means Committee that vulnerable 
children can receive federal relief only from 
money taken from other children or other por-
tions of initiatives within the jurisdiction of the 
Human Resources Subcommittee. Repub-
licans rejected the use of any additional re-
sources to prevent child abuse, including a 
simple tax compliance measure that would re-
quire the filing of a 1099 for alimony payments 
to ensure that those payments were being re-
ported as income, which federal law has long 
required. That modest requirement would have 
provided more than $2 billion of resources, 
without raising a dime of taxes. 

Because taking money from adoption and 
congregate care fails to fully fund even today’s 
delayed response, Republicans must also 
today waive a Budget point of order, since this 
bill does not comply with their own Budget 
rules. 

Finally, this bill makes wholly unjustified and 
discriminatory cuts to adoption assistance. 
The sole reason for these cuts is budgetary— 
that was apparently the easiest way to find 
funds instead of adding the necessary rev-
enue. This bill is paid for, in part, by delaying 
funding for children under the age of 4 to be 
adopted out of foster care, for those children 
with special needs, physical or mental, who 
are the hardest to adopt. According to a law 
Congress passed in 2008, those adopting 2- 
and 3-years-olds, who would otherwise have 
been entering foster care, would have been el-
igible in October for modest federal assist-
ance; infants and 1-year-olds would have 
been eligible next year. Now, that funding will 
be delayed 21⁄2 years, to pay for new services, 
none of which become available until 2020. 
The only excuse given for taking almost $700 
million that otherwise would have supported 
adoptions is that some states are failing to re-
invest in foster children the money that they 
save in foster care costs for each child who is 
adopted. There is no example of fraud or 
abuse, only the all too typical diversion by 
some states for other public services. Some 
states like Texas, which so regularly ignores 
the needs of its children, reinvested only a 
dime of every dollar of adoption savings in 
foster care. Others like Florida followed federal 
law and reinvested every dollar of their sav-
ings. This bill discriminates against Florida and 
similar states. 

And what does this bill propose to do to 
crack down on this state diversion of savings 
from adoption? It asks for a government re-
port. In 2014, Congress enacted provisions of 
the Preventing Sex Trafficking and Strength-
ening Families Act to prevent diversion. The 
Administration should enforce that Act. Re-
questing that the Government Accountability 
Office provide information already available 
from the U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services adds nothing not already 
known. But if all we wanted was a report, we 
could get that report just by writing a letter to 
the GAO. Seeking another report represents 
cover for taking away resources that would 
otherwise have benefitted blameless infants 
and toddlers. 

We have a serious problem that deserves a 
serious state-federal, bipartisan solution. I am 
not opposing today’s bill, but it does far less 
than it could and should have. It is a true 
missed opportunity to help some of our most 
vulnerable Americans. Today’s bill does some-
thing, someday. We ought to be responding 
fully and effectively this day. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. BUCHANAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Again, this is bipartisan, bicameral 
legislation. It takes important steps to 
keep more children safely at home and 
out of foster care. 

Under the current law, most Federal 
funding for child welfare is directed to-
ward reimbursing States after they 
place a child in foster care. This is the 
least desirable outcome. 

This legislation turns this around by 
putting resources towards preventative 

services to keep children safely with 
their parents or relatives. Most impor-
tantly, this bill will help ensure that 
more children grow up in a safe home 
surrounded by a stable family. 

Strong families make for a strong 
community. I urge my colleagues to 
support the Family First Prevention 
Services Act. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Florida (Mr. 
BUCHANAN) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 5456, as 
amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE 

A message from the Senate by Ms. 
Curtis, one of its clerks, announced 
that the Senate has passed with an 
amendment in which the concurrence 
of the House is requested, a bill of the 
House of the following title: 

H.R. 1777. An act to amend the Act of Au-
gust 25, 1958, commonly known as the 
‘‘Former Presidents Act of 1958’’, with re-
spect to the monetary allowance payable to 
a former President, and for other purposes. 

The message also announced that the 
Senate has passed a bill of the fol-
lowing title in which the concurrence 
of the House is requested: 

S. 2736. An act to improve access to dura-
ble medical equipment for Medicare bene-
ficiaries under the Medicare program, and 
for other purposes. 

f 

WORLD HARVEST CHURCH’S 15th 
ANNUAL HONOR OUR HEROES 

(Mr. TOM PRICE of Georgia asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. TOM PRICE of Georgia. Mr. 
Speaker, on behalf of Georgia’s Sixth 
Congressional District, I rise today to 
recognize the amazing works of 
Roswell, Georgia’s World Harvest 
Church and their 15th annual Honor 
Our Heroes event scheduled for July 3 
of this year. 

The World Harvest Church has made 
a truly meaningful difference in peo-
ple’s lives by going into communities 
and ministering to all, young and old, 
with messages of hope and dem-
onstrating the true love of Jesus 
Christ. 

Mr. Speaker, part of this service is 
their annual Honor Our Heroes event, 
which is a wonderful opportunity for 
our local community to honor our vet-
erans whose selfless acts of heroism 
have helped maintain our most funda-
mental freedoms: life, liberty, and the 
pursuit of happiness. 

The World Harvest Church also 
serves as headquarters for missionary 
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teams that travel internationally and 
administer help to those in dire need 
by building churches and centers of ref-
uge. 

Mr. Speaker, I offer our deepest ap-
preciation for the World Harvest 
Church’s pastor, Mirek Hufton, a faith-
ful follower of God and a man of the 
highest compassion. Our Nation is 
made better by, and we are truly 
blessed by, World Harvest Church. 

f 

SEPARATION OF POWERS 

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
support of H.R. 4768, which the House 
will consider later this week. This bill 
will prevent Federal agencies from 
using creative interpretations of law to 
expand their own authority. 

In an ideal world, agencies would im-
plement the law as Congress writes it. 
You wouldn’t have judicial deference to 
agency interpretations of the law. 

Unfortunately, we do not live in that 
ideal world. And rather than respect 
congressional intent, Federal agencies, 
especially under the Obama adminis-
tration, have time and time again in-
terpreted the laws in ways never in-
tended in order to increase their own 
power. 

The waters of the United States pro-
posal and the Clean Power Plan, both 
rejected with bipartisan opposition, are 
just two recent examples of agency 
overreach. 

Mr. Speaker, it is high time that 
Congress remind these agencies that 
the people’s elected Representatives, 
not bureaucracies, write our Nation’s 
laws, not unaccountable bureaucrats or 
courts willing to go along with it. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE PENNSYL-
VANIA MARINE CORPS LEAGUE 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today in recogni-
tion of the Pennsylvania Marine Corps 
League. The organization will hold its 
71st annual department convention 
later this week in State College, lo-
cated in Pennsylvania’s Fifth Congres-
sional District. 

Mr. Speaker, the Marine Corps 
League was founded by Major General 
John A. Lejeune in 1923 and chartered 
by an act of Congress on August 4, 1937. 
Today, the Marine Corps League has a 
membership of more than 50,000 men 
and women and is comprised of honor-
ably discharged, Active Duty, and Re-
serve Marines, including both officers 
and enlisted men and women. 

I have the deepest respect for the ac-
complishments of the U.S. Marine 
Corps over the course of our Nation’s 
history. The Corps was founded on No-
vember 10, 1775, and since then, those 

who have served as marines have 
shared the unyielding commitment to 
protecting the lives of American citi-
zens and the interests of our Nation. 

Marines have served our Nation 
bravely since before the start of the 
American Revolution, proving their 
courage from the shores of Tripoli to 
the island of Iwo Jima and, in recent 
actions, in places such as Iraq and Af-
ghanistan. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank all the men and 
women from Pennsylvania and across 
our Nation who have served as United 
States Marines. 

f 

TIME TO ACT ON GUN VIOLENCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2015, the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. THOMPSON) is recognized for 
60 minutes as the designee of the mi-
nority leader. 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise tonight to talk about an 
issue that is very alarming to many 
people across the country, an issue 
that saddens everyone, and an issue 
that, sadly, isn’t being addressed by 
this Congress. 

Last week, we lost 49 innocent lives 
in the worst mass shooting that our 
country has ever seen. Sadly, it is not 
an insulated case. Let me give you 
some numbers: 

In the 3 years since the terrible trag-
edy at Sandy Hook Elementary School, 
there have been over 1,100 mass shoot-
ings. More than 34,000 lives have been 
cut short by someone using a gun. The 
House of Representatives has held 30 
moments of silence for the victims of 
mass shootings since Sandy Hook, and 
yet we haven’t taken a single vote on 
legislation that would help keep guns 
out of dangerous hands. 

Mr. Speaker, I think that is shame-
ful. The American people deserve more 
than silence. The American people de-
serve a Congress that is willing to 
stand up and do whatever it takes to 
keep our communities safe. That starts 
by making sure that terrorists, crimi-
nal domestic abusers, and the dan-
gerously mentally ill don’t have easy 
access to purchase guns in our country. 

Today, suspected terrorists can le-
gally buy guns in our country. Individ-
uals who are on the FBI’s terrorist 
watch list can walk into a gun store, 
pass a background check, and walk out 
with a gun or the guns of their choos-
ing—and they can do it legally. 

Since 2004, more than 2,000 suspected 
terrorists were able to purchase guns. 
More than 90 percent of all suspected 
terrorists who tried to purchase guns 
in the last 11 years walked away with 
the weapon that they went in to buy. 

Now, in the wake of the horrific at-
tacks in Orlando, Congress must make 
it a priority to keep deadly weapons 
out of the hands of suspected terror-
ists. There is bipartisan legislation 
that would prohibit those on the ter-
rorist watch list from being able to 
purchase firearms in our country. This 

bill is common sense. If you are too 
dangerous to fly, you are too dangerous 
to buy a gun. 

It is long past time for the Repub-
lican leadership to bring that bill up 
for a vote. We also need to pass my bi-
partisan bill to require background 
checks for all commercial gun sales. 

Background checks are our first line 
of defense when it comes to stopping 
dangerous people from getting fire-
arms. We know that background 
checks work. Every day, they stop 
more than 170 felons, some 50 domestic 
abusers, and nearly 20 fugitives from 
buying a gun. 

Unfortunately, in 34 States, crimi-
nals, domestic abusers, and the dan-
gerously mentally ill can bypass a 
background check by purchasing guns 
online or at a gun show. This is a dan-
gerous loophole that needs to be closed. 

Yesterday, Senate Republicans 
blocked consideration of no fly, no buy 
legislation and a measure to strength-
en and enhance background checks. 
Now the Republican House is going on 
with business as usual, without giving 
the American people a vote to help pre-
vent gun violence in our country. 

If the Republican leadership agrees 
that suspected terrorists, criminals, 
domestic abusers, and the dangerously 
mentally ill shouldn’t be able to buy 
guns, they should give us a vote. 

I yield to the gentlewoman from Con-
necticut (Ms. ESTY), the Member who 
represents Sandy Hook, where the 
Newtown tragedy took place. 

Ms. ESTY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to-
night to call on the U.S. Congress to 
call on this body, the United States 
House of Representatives, to do its job: 
to vote this week to keep guns out of 
the hands of would-be terrorists and to 
ensure that all commercial sales of 
weapons go through a background 
check. 

Since the tragic shootings at Sandy 
Hook Elementary School in my district 
in 2012, more than 100,000 Americans 
have lost their lives to gun violence. 

Think about that. Think about a 
town in your district. Think about 
where your mother lives. I think about 
my hometown of Cheshire, with 30,000 
people. Three Cheshires lost. Every sin-
gle person—children, parents, teachers, 
grandparents—lost to gun violence. 
And this House does nothing. 

In the 31⁄2 years that I have been here, 
we have not been allowed one single, 
solitary vote to take commonsense, bi-
partisan steps to help prevent gun 
deaths in this country. 

Congress’ silence, our failure to act 
in this House, and the refusal of the 
leadership in this House time again to 
allow a vote is wrong, it is shameful, 
and it must stop. 

Since my colleagues’, Senator MUR-
PHY and Senator BLUMENTHAL, historic, 
nearly 15-hour filibuster last week, 
Americans from all walks of life have 
risen up to say, ‘‘Enough.’’ 

b 2000 
Enough sons and daughters lost, 

enough families torn apart, enough of 
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